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FACTUALLY ANSWERED QUESTIONS

NNCCAARRBB’’ss mmiissssiioonn iiss ttoo pprrootteecctt tthhee hheeaalltthh,, ssaaffeettyy,, aanndd wweellffaarree ooff tthhee ppuubblliicc----hhooww ddooeess ddiissccllooss--
iinngg iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn ffrroomm tthhee AArrcchhiitteecctt RReeggiissttrraattiioonn EExxaammiinnaattiioonn®® ((AARREE®®)) uunnddeerrmmiinnee tthhee mmiissssiioonn??
As a high stakes licensure exam, the ARE is designed to measure the minimum competence
of the knowledge, skills, and abilities that architects must possess in order to safely practice
architecture independently. The disclosure of content tested by the ARE diminishes the relia-
bility and defensibility of the exam and ultimately undermines the integrity of the process. If
someone passes the ARE because they were exposed to exam content prior to taking the test,
they could become licensed even if they are not competent. This could endanger the health,
safety, and welfare of the public, which is not good for the public or our profession.

WWhhaatt ccoonnssttiittuutteess ““ddiisscclloossuurree”” ooff eexxaamm ccoonntteenntt??
• Before you start taking any division of the ARE, you are required to agree to a Confi-

dentiality Agreement. By accepting this agreement, you agree that you will not dis-
close any content contained in your examination with anyone else.

• “Disclosure” means sharing the substance or details of any test questions, vignettes
or other graphics and/or alleged answers with anyone via electronic, written, or verbal
means.  This includes any attempt to reproduce, paraphrase, summarize, or describe
any test content from memory after leaving the testing room.

• Disclosure includes both the initial disclosure by a test taker and any further dissemi-
nation of ARE content by others.  

• These prohibitions on disclosure also apply to forwarding, re-posting, or other distribu-
tion of ARE content that others have disclosed.  

HHooww ddooeess tthhaatt ddiiffffeerr ffrroomm ““cchheeaattiinngg”” oonn tthhee eexxaamm??
The biggest difference is that “cheating” occurs during the course of your examination. Disclo-
sure typically occurs after your exam.

NNCCAARRBB ccoonnssiiddeerrss cchheeaattiinngg ttoo iinncclluuddee::
• Unauthorized access to devices or materials outside the testing room during any

scheduled or unscheduled break.  
• Presence of unauthorized devices (whether on or off) or unauthorized materials in the

testing room. Prohibited devices include, but are not limited to, calculators, cell
phones, pagers, personal digital assistants, text messaging devices, audio or video
recording devices, scanners, language translators, and other devices.  Prohibited writ-
ten materials include, but are not limited to, any notes, books or written material
whatsoever, whether or not related to the ARE.  

• Use of unauthorized devices or materials in the testing room. The use of or reference
to any device or any written materials in the testing room is strictly prohibited and will
be presumed to be for purposes of assistance on the ARE.  

BBeeffoorree ttaakkiinngg aannyy ddiivviissiioonn ooff tthhee AARREE aanndd sseeeeiinngg aannyy qquueessttiioonnss oonn tthhee eexxaamm,, ccaannddiiddaatteess aarree
rreeqquuiirreedd ttoo aaggrreeee ttoo tthhee tteerrmmss ooff tthhee  CCoonnffiiddeennttiiaalliittyy AAggrreeeemmeenntt.. WWhhaatt aarree tthhee ccoonnsseeqquueenncceess
ooff bbrreeaakkiinngg tthhee CCoonnffiiddeennttiiaalliittyy AAggrreeeemmeenntt??

1. A warning letter
2. OR  any or all of the following:
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• Cancellation of score(s) for the division(s) disseminated and any subsequent divi-
sion(s) taken prior to the end of any period of test authorization suspension.

• Suspension of test taking privileges for all divisions for up to five years, or such longer
period as may be warranted in exceptional circumstances.

• Prohibit granting of an NCARB Certificate for up to three years from date of initial reg-
istration, or such longer period as may be warranted in exceptional circumstances.

WWhhaatt aarree tthhee mmoosstt rreecceenntt eexxaammpplleess ooff ddiisscciipplliinnaarryy aaccttiioonn ttaakkeenn bbyy tthhee BBooaarrdd ooff DDiirreeccttoorrss??
Recently, the NCARB Board acted upon eight different disclosure cases. The consequences
for these candidates ranged from one year of testing privileges suspended and two exam
scores cancelled to five years of testing privileges suspended.

TThhee CCoonnffiiddeennttiiaalliittyy AAggrreeeemmeenntt ssaayyss tthhaatt aa ccaannddiiddaattee aaggrreeeess nnoott ttoo ddiisscclloossee aannyy ooff tthhee ccoonntteenntt
ooff tthhee eexxaamm ““bbeeffoorree,, dduurriinngg,, oorr aafftteerr”” tthhee eexxaamm.. HHooww ccaann ddooeess aa ccaannddiiddaattee ddiisscclloossee mmaatteerriiaall
ccoonnttaaiinneedd iinn aann eexxaamm tthhaatt tthheeyy hhaavveenn’’tt ttaakkeenn yyeett??
Disclosure includes “forwarding, re-posting, or other distribution of ARE content that others
have disclosed.” Actively seeking exam content or forwarding it once you acquire it is also a 
violation. While you may not have agreed to this Confidentiality Agreement yet, you are still 
in violation of U.S. copyright protection. Every question and vignette included on the ARE is
copyrighted. 

HHooww ddooeess aa ccaannddiiddaattee hheellpp tthheeiirr ppeeeerrss wwiitthhoouutt bbrreeaakkiinngg tthhee CCoonnffiiddeennttiiaalliittyy AAggrreeeemmeenntt??
After taking an exam, you are welcome to tell people about your experience when scheduling,
at the test center, your score report, or how you prepared for the exam. When you are sharing
your preparation experience, you may tell others what books, classes, or other resources you
used. But do not attempt to paraphrase or describe any of the questions or vignettes on your
exam.

WWhhaatt ccaann ssoommeeoonnee ddoo ttoo pprreevveenntt cchheeaattiinngg oorr ddiisscclloossuurree ooff eexxaamm ccoonntteenntt oonn tthhee iinntteerrnneett??
• If you come back from your test and want to share your experience, but don’t want to

go too far, call NCARB and ask to speak to the ARE department. Someone there will
be able to help you determine what you are and are not allowed to share.

• It is probably hard for most people to prevent other candidates from exposing exam
content. But, as long as you aren’t asking for the information or passing it on once
you find it, you are doing as much as you can.

• Discouraging inappropriate sharing of information by posting comments on known
forums is also an option.

IIss aa ppeerrssoonn oobblliiggaatteedd ttoo rreeppoorrtt ppeeooppllee wwhhoo cchheeaatt oorr ddiisscclloossee eexxaamm ccoonntteenntt??
NCARB has never asked candidates to report findings, but some have in the past. If you find
what you suspect is exam content, please feel free to forward the information to the ARE de-
partment at are@ncarb.org so we can ask the web site to remove the content.

TThhrroouugghh tthhee iinntteerrnneett aa ccaannddiiddaattee ccaann ffiinndd lloottss ooff lliissttss ooff tthhiinnggss ttoo ssttuuddyy ffoorr eeaacchh ddiivviissiioonn.. WWhhyy
aarree ssoommee lliissttss aacccceeppttaabbllee aanndd ootthheerrss nnoott??
Listings of general information are usually fine. If someone says “I just got back from my test”
or “I had a vignette and I solved it like this” they are likely crossing the line.

WWhhaatt sshhoouulldd aa ccaannddiiddaattee ddoo iiff ssoommeeoonnee aasskkss ffoorr ssppeecciiffiicc iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn aabboouutt tthhee eexxaamm??
Feel free to share with them how you prepared for your exam, but remind them that you
agreed to the Confidentiality Agreement and are going to abide by it.

WWiillll aa ccaannddiiddaattee bbee nnoottiiffiieedd iiff tthheeiirr ppoosstt ccrroosssseess tthhee lliinnee bbeeffoorree tthheeiirr tteessttiinngg pprriivviilleeggeess 
aarree ssuussppeennddeedd??
Sometimes. If we learn that you have posted something that may be exam content, we will
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evaluate it against your actual exam. If we determine that it wasn’t actual exam content, you
will likely get a warning letter. We would do this in hopes of preventing you from crossing the
line in the future. 

If we determine that it does contain exam content, your case will be forwarded to the NCARB
Committee on Professional Conduct (PCC) for review and action. If your first post on a web site
crosses the line, the first letter will be the notice that your case is being forwarded to PCC.

AAtt wwhhaatt ppooiinntt iiss aann iinnddiivviidduuaall nnoottiiffiieedd tthhaatt tthheeyy aarree bbeeiinngg iinnvveessttiiggaatteedd??
If we determine that you have disclosed content, we make every effort to notify you as soon as
possible. Typically, this will occur within a few weeks of our discovery.

WWhheenn tthhee iinnvveessttiiggaattiioonn iiss ccoommpplleettee,, ddooeess tthhee iinnddiivviidduuaall iinn qquueessttiioonn hhaavvee aann ooppppoorrttuunniittyy ffoorr
ddeeffeennssee??
You will have the opportunity to respond in writing to defend your actions. Your response will
be provided to the PCC for review when they discuss your case.

DDoo tthheessee iinnddiivviidduuaallss hhaavvee aannyy ooppppoorrttuunniittyy ttoo aappppeeaall tthheeiirr ppeennaallttyy??
Once the PCC reviews a given situation, they will make a recommendation to the NCARB
Board of Directors. The Board will then review the case and take final action. Action by the
NCARB Board is final.

HHooww ddooeess ddiisscclloossuurree ooff eexxaamm ccoonntteenntt aaffffeecctt ccaannddiiddaatteess??
When candidates disclose information, NCARB works with Prometric to determine the impact
on the exam. If NCARB needs to turn exam content off, this impacts all candidates now and in
the future. If we find that we need to turn off substantial amounts of content, our ability to 
continuously deliver the ARE is jeopardized. 

• We may be forced to extend the current six-month mandatory waiting period following
a failed exam to nine or 12 months.

• Our development cycle takes two years from a vignette or multiple-choice item to be-
come “live” in an exam. This process is considerably expensive. To replace lost con-
tent, we will need to modify our development cycle. To do this, we may have to
increase exam fees for all candidates in all divisions.

IIss NNCCAARRBB ggooiinngg ttoo iinnccrreeaassee tthhee aammoouunntt ooff ttiimmee aa ccaannddiiddaattee hhaass ttoo wwaaiitt ttoo rreettaakkee aa pprreevviioouussllyy
ffaaiilleedd ddiivviissiioonn??
Not at this time, but should we feel that a division has been compromised, we will reconsider
this option.
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