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AIA Los Angeles is a Registered Provider with The American
Institute of Architects Continuing Education Systems. Credit
earned on completion of this program will be reported to CES
Records for AIA members. Certificates of Completion for non-AIA
members are available on request.

T AIA/CESThis program is registered with the AIA/CES for continuing
professional education. As such, it does not include content
that may be deemed or construed to be an approval or
endorsement by the AIA of any material of construction or any
method or manner of handling, using, distributing, or dealing in
any material or product. Questions related to specific materials,
methods, and services will be addressed at the conclusion of
this presentation.

Whose Art Is it Anyways?

Michael B. Lehrer, FAIA
President, Lehrer Architects LA

Professional Advisory Board, Harvard Design Magazine

Adam Eeuwens 
Rebeca Mendez Design

Merry Norris, Honorary AIA/LA
Merry Norris Contemporary Art

Board of Directors, SCI‐Arc

Laura Zucker
Executive Director of Los Angeles County Arts Commission

Michael Palladino, FAIA
Partner, Richard Meier & Partners, LLP

Learning Objectives
1. Why are issues of art and design important?

2. How art and artist/architect collaboration can add transformative value to a project

3 How to identify funding sources for art programs3. How to identify funding sources for art programs

4. Identify the turf issues? Whose art is it, anyways? Credit? Publicity?

5. Explore the process of selecting and vetting an artist.

6. Engaging all participants—client, user, public--and using the process to build community.

7. As a strategy to get the most bang for the buck.

FIRMITAS, UTILITAS, et VENUSTAS
STRENGTH, FUNCTION & DELIGHT

- Ordinatio

Vitruvius
An Architects Tools

Integrity,  Strength, Function and Beauty
A balance of intellectual and the manual, theoretical and the practical  

- Ordinatio
- Symmetria
- Disproitio
- Eurythmia
- Décor
- Distribuio

Architecture is the shaping of space, with objects in light, to create practical and 
emotive places.

Art is the sensory experience--mind, body, soul—of 
finding/transcending/imbuing/feeling/…ing

meaning in the relatedness of seemingly unrelated things

Some shared attributes, perhaps.
Delightg
Meaning

“Accommodation”  of oppositions, contradictions, shared affinities
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Artist and Architect 
or 

Architect as Artist 
or 

Artist as Architect 

Frank Gehry/ Claes Oldenburg & Coosje van Bruggen

Architect as Artist

DG Bank: Berlin, Germany
Frank Gehry

Architecture as Installation

Frank Gehry

Architecture as Canvas 
Artist as Architect

Friedensreich Hundertwasser

Artist as Architect

Perimeters/ Pavilions/ Decoys
Mary Miss

Landscape Architecture, Drawing from Art

Tanner Fountain Harvard University
Peter Walker/ Richard Long
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Lehrer Architects LA/ DRAWING within ARCHITECTURE

Register Recorder/
County Clerk Operations Center

How does art and design give palpable expression to the meaning of an
Enterprise/ Institution?

Who gets credit for what?
Who benefits?
Who pays?
Who chooses?
And how are the client, the users, and the public most fully and meaningfully engaged?

The Possibilities of Staging Place

Scale, Color, and Imagery as tools of Architecture
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When Art and Architecture Meld
Adding Meaning

Los Angeles County’s Civic ArtLos Angeles County s Civic Art

Allen J. Martin Park, La Puente
ooo, MERGE Conceptual Design, 2008

First Supervisorial District
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Allen J. Martin Park, La Puente
ooo, MERGE Conceptual Design, 2008

First Supervisorial District

Allen J. Martin Park, La Puente
ooo, MERGE Conceptual Design, 2008

First Supervisorial District

Compton Public Library, Compton
Untitled, Dora De Larios, 1973

Second Supervisorial District

Compton Public Library, Compton
Untitled, Dora De Larios, 1973

Second Supervisorial District

LA County Arboretum, Arcadia
Je N'Oublierai Pas, Louis Aimé Lejeune, 1930

Fifth Supervisorial District

Los Angeles County Administration Building, Los Angeles
California Landscape, Ken Gonzales-Day, 2008

Second Supervisorial District
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Los Angeles County Administration Building, Los Angeles
California Landscape, Ken Gonzales-Day, 2008

Second Supervisorial District

Housing Authority Office, Los Angeles
Our Lady of Guadalupe, David Lopez, 1973

First Supervisorial District

Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center, Los Angeles
Clara Shortridge Foltz Memorial, Susan Schwartzenberg, 2008

First Supervisorial District

Registrar Recorder/County Clerk, Santa Fe Springs
Tree by tree, from sea to mountains, Rebeca Méndez, 2008

First Supervisorial District

Registrar Recorder/County Clerk, Santa Fe Springs
Tree by tree, from sea to mountains, Rebeca Méndez, 2008

First Supervisorial District

La Verne Public Library, La Verne
Untitled, Ruben Guajardo, 1987

Fifth Supervisorial District
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Enterprise Park Pool, Los Angeles
Aquatic Endeavors, Robin Strayhorn, 2008

Second Supervisorial District

Ted Watkins Park Pool, Los Angeles
Building Community, Robin Strayhorn, 2008

Second Supervisorial District

Cerritos Regional County Park, Cerritos
Water Henge: H20 = Life, Kim Emerson, 2009

Fourth Supervisorial District

City Terrace Park Pool, Los Angeles
The Water Cycle: Eternal Flow / El Ciclo del Agua: Eterno Manantial

Sonia Romero, 2008
First Supervisorial District

City Terrace Park Pool, Los Angeles
The Water Cycle: Eternal Flow / El Ciclo del Agua: Eterno Manantial

Sonia Romero, 2008
First Supervisorial District

LAC+USC Medical Center, Los Angeles
Medical Sciences Fresco, Hugo Ballin, 1932

First Supervisorial District
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LAC+USC Medical Center, Los Angeles
Medical Sciences Fresco, Hugo Ballin, 1932

First Supervisorial District

Fire Station 93, Palmdale
Hose, Jason Greene, 2008

Fifth Supervisorial District

Hollywood Bowl, Los Angeles
Muse of Music, Dance, Drama, George Stanley, 1940

Third Supervisorial District

Ruben F. Salazar Park, Los Angeles
The Wall that Speaks, Sings, and Shouts, Paul Botello, 2001

First Supervisorial District

City Terrace Park, Los Angeles
Inner Resources, Paul Botello, 2000

First Supervisorial District

Sun Valley Health Center, Sun Valley
Sun Salutations, Terry Braunstein, 2008

Third Supervisorial District
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LA County Hall of Records, Los Angeles
Untitled, Malcolm Leland, 1962

First Supervisorial District

East LA Civic Center, Los Angeles
Untitled, Roberto Delgado, 2007

First Supervisorial District

Lawndale Library, Lawndale
Subdivisions, Anne Marie Karlsen, 2008

Second Supervisorial District

Lawndale Library, Lawndale
Subdivisions, Anne Marie Karlsen, 2008

Second Supervisorial District

“In Los Angeles,  Art That’s Worth the Detour”
New York Times, May 3. 2009

1. DRIVE BY
“Art on the Outside” West Hollywood, Temporary Installation

Peter Shire
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Wilshire Vermont, Transit Village
April Greiman

ANDAZ West Hollywood
Jacob Hashimoto

Del Mar Station, Pasadena
Ries Niemi

Gateway to LA @ LAX
Paul Tzanetopoulos
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Private Resident
Peter Shelton “nightmonster”

2. DRIVE IN
Pasadena Museum of California Art

Kenny Scharf

3. WALK THROUGH
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Western Asset Plaza. Pasadena
Ralph Bacerra, Jun Kaneko

Wilshire Vermont, Portal to Metro Station
April Greiman

Los Angeles Convention Center
Alexis Smith
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4. TRAFFIC!
TRAFFIC!

Benny Chan

TRAFFIC!
Benny Chan
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interior signage proposal
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Outdoor signage
sandblasted glass with the restaurant’s name in Chinese, Japanese, Korean 
and Thai.  
A transluscent print of sections of the mural are pressed between two sheets of 
glass.

mural design onto flat architectural envelopes

CAD renderings of architecture with mural design
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on-site images: 
final mural installation

on-site images: 
final mural installation

on-site images: 
final mural installation
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concept:

Two books inspired our direction: D’Arcy Thompson’s book “On Growth and Form”
(1917) i hi h h k f h i i t t fit th ti l ti t i(1917) in which he seeks for mechanics in nature to fit mathematical equations, trying
to prove a unity of life in its relationship between form and function, and Stephen
Wolfram’s book “A New Kind of Science,” in which he states that repetitive application
ofsimple computational transformations is the true source of complexity in the world.
We photographed grass from various points of view and under different conditions to
reveal the patterns that one simple form—a blade of grass—can produce through
complex organization.
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c-store panels on plan
will print on flame retardant canvas at 300 dpi



7/7/2009

25



7/7/2009

26



7/7/2009

27



7/7/2009

28



7/7/2009

29



7/7/2009

30



7/7/2009

31



7/7/2009

32



7/7/2009

33



7/7/2009

34



7/7/2009

35



7/7/2009

36



7/7/2009

37

Copyright Materials
This presentation is protected by US and 

International Copyright laws.  Reproduction, 
distribution, display and use of the presentation 

without written permission of the speaker is 
prohibitedprohibited.

© AIA Los Angeles 2009

Thank you for your time!

QUESTIONS??
This concludes the American Institute of Architects

Continuing Education Systems Program

3780 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 800
Los Angeles, CA 90010

www.aialosangeles.org | info@aialosangeles.org
213.639.0777


